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2016 AGM & SAMMELAN
2016 વાર્ષિક જાહેર સભા અને સંમેલન
Hosted by Gujarati Association, Wolverhampton
આયોજક: ગુજરાતી એસોર્સયેશન, વુલ્વરહેમ્પટન
Date: Sunday 18th September 2016.
Venue: Sitara Hall, Mander Street, off Zoar St, Wolverhampton WV3 0JZ

PROGRAMME.
9.00 am to 10.00 am

કાર્યક્રમ

: ARRIVAL & REGISTRATION આગમન અને નોંધણી

AGM

10.00 am to 12.30 pm :
- જાહેર સભા.
1. Welcome by President of Gujarati Association, Wolverhampton.
વુલ્વરહેમ્પટનના પ્રમુખ દ્વારા આપનું સ્વાગત

2. AMSUK Presidents Address. અમ્સુક પ્રમુખશ્રીનું વક્તવ્ય
3. Approval of Minutes of 2015 AGM and Matters Arising - 2015 જાહેર સભા ર્મર્નટસની સંમર્ત.
4. Secretary’s Report for year 2015/2016 - મંત્રીશ્રીનો 2015/15 વષષનો અહેવાલ.
5. Treasurer’s Report for year 2015/2016 - ખજાનચીનો 2015/16 વષષનો અહેવાલ.
6. AOB with the President’s permission - બીજુ ં કંઈ કાયષ પ્રમુખશ્રીની રજાથી.
7. Election of the Executive Committee for 2016/2017 - 2016/17 કારોબારી સર્મર્તની ચુટં ણી.
12.30 pm to 1.30 pm

:

LUNCH - ભોજન સમારં ભ

1.30 pm to 5.00 pm

:

SAMELLAN - સંમેલન

1. Guest of Honour - ગેસ્ટ ઓફ ઓનર
2. Town Entertainment Items - ટાઉન મનોરં જન કાયષક્રમ
3. Raffle Draw - રે ફલ ડ્રો.
5.00 pm

:

National Anthem & Departure.
આભાર દશષન, પ્રાથષના અને સભાનુ ં ર્વસર્જન.

Shree Fatehbhai G Patel.
President – Gujarati Association, Wolverhampton
Shree Aroonbhai. R. D. Patel.
President – AMSUK.

Mrs Hansben D Patel
Secretary - AMSUK
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www.mandhata-UK.com
Registered Charity No. 1055169

2016 President’s address
Mr Aroon R D Patel
39 Whitehill Avenue, Luton LU1 3SR

Dear Fellow Members,

Namaste and Jai Shree Krishna

Once again I feel very proud and privileged to address the Mandhata Community at large in
my third year as the President of AMSUK. At the very onset I welcome and thank you all for
attending this year’s AGM and Samellan. I also wish to express my gratitude to the Gujarati
Association, Wolverhampton for hosting this event.
The 2015/2016 has flown by with AMSUK still struggling to move forward. We have
continued to strive to take AMSUK forward, to meet our long term objectives and vision, but
proved very difficult to implement. Handicapped by the lack of participants coming forward to
shoulder responsibilities and make things happen has meant that the number of activities this year
has yet again diminished, to only three events viz. Matrimonial, Sports Festival and the Samellan.
The annual Sports Festivals over the years have been very successful primarily due to the
efforts of the organisers with support from their host towns. Unfortunately, the younger members
of the community who have been instrumental in achieving these successes have not, for whatever
reasons, been able to translate their capabilities at national level with other AMSUK activities.
Similarly, we have been very fortunate to have towns hosting the Annual Samellans over the
years. Recent events hosted by Shree Mandhata Samaj, Dudley (2014) and Shree Mandhata
Mandal, Luton (2015), proved very successful despite the low turnouts compared with attendances
the earlier years. In both cases their success were attributed to community spirit, excellent
organisational and management skills, and lastly but not the least, support from volunteers, both
young and old. This is what is lacking at AMSUK level.
Revival of the Matrimonial Speed Date/Singles events has proved successful and the change
in its format has been popular with the younger generation. Its popularity and demand has meant
that two events per year will be scheduled in the future.
Lastly I take this opportunity to thank all fellow members of the AMSUK Executive, Town
Representatives and Community members for their support and advice in conducting my role.
Yours sincerely
A R Patel
Aroon R D Patel
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2015-2016 AMSUK Activity Report

1.0 2015 AGM & SAMELLAN.

The year commenced with the AGM/Samellan, hosted by Shree Mandhata Mandal, Luton being Sunday 4th
October 2015 at the Barnfield West Academy, Leagrave High Street, Luton. It was a successful day with nearly
500 participants attending. The day’s proceedings were well organised managed under the leadership of Mr
Ashvinbhai Patel, President of the Luton Mandal and his team of Luton members. The venue was an apt choice
with excellent facilities, especially catering, for such a gathering.

2.0 AMSUK MANAGEMENT ORGANISATION.
The Office bearers newly elected were:
V.P – Dineshbhai (Swindon), Hon. Secretary – Hansaben D Patel (South Harrow) and
Assistant Secretary – Mrs Lataben Patel (Wembley).
The Officers re-elected:
President – Mr Aroonbhai R D Patel (Luton), Hon Treasurer – Dilipbhai Jina (Leicester),
Asst. Treasurer – Manishaben A Patel (Luton) and Auditor – Ashokbhai R Patel (Leicester).
Committee Members appointed:
Ms Meenaben K Patel (Bolton), Mrs Ramialben R Patel (West Bromwich), Babubhai C Patel (Tipton),
Bhanabhai G Patel (Ilford), Bharatbhai M Patel (Coventry), Jaykumar M Patel (Leicester),
Maganbhai B Patel (West Bromwich), Manubhai R Patel (Coventry), Parbhubhai U Patel (Wolverhampton),
Tejasbhai D Patel (Bracknell) and Unkabhai C Patel (Coventry).
AMSUK Youth Forum: No Youth Committee was formed.
Following the AGM, Rajeshbhai (West Bromwich) was co-opted appointed as the Website advisor.

2.1 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS.

Four quarterly meetings were convened in the year. The First meeting was held on Sunday 8th November in
Wolverhampton, second meeting held on 16th March 2016 in Coventry, third meeting was held on 12th June
2016 in Leicester and the fourth on 8th September 2016 in Wembley. A big thank you to all host towns for
the hospitality accorded to the AMSUK executive and to those committee members for their valued
contributions and making the effort to attend the meetings.

3.0 SUB-COMMITTEE UPDATES.

(A). Gamonnati:
Meeting with UK Gam Mandal representatives, co-ordinated by the convenor, Hasmukhbhai (Dudley)
was held on Sunday 10th July in Leicester. Full report is published in this issue of Mandhata Pragati.
(B). Navsari Assets Project:
Correspondence continue to be received from NVKT this year for development of the Koli Patel
Community plot adjacent to Nutan Society near Dudhiya Talaw, in collaboration with AMSUK.
AMSUK have requested NVKT to submit their proposed development plans for review before
making any committing to the project.
(C). Website:

Development of the new website, www.Mandhata-UK.com is well under way and is scheduled for
launch at the 2016 AGM/Samellan.
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2015-2016 AMSUK Activity Report cont..

4.0 ACTIVITIES & EVENTS.

(A). Activity Day:
A very popular event in previous years with children and parents alike, was unfortunately unable to be
held this year.

(B). Matrimonial/Speed Date
Speed Date/Singles night was held on Saturday 5th March 2016 at the Sitara Banquet hall in
Wolverhampton. The event professionally managed and was a huge success. The day’s
arrangements and facilities provided were excellent. Overall there was a lot of positive feedback
from the 78 attending participants with recommendation for more interactive activities during the
next event.
(C) Sports Festival:
The annual two day event was hosted by Mandhata Youth Forum of Shree Mandhata Sahyak Samaj
Leicester on 20/21st August 2016 at the Crown Hills college in Leicester. The event, once again was
hugely successful, with nearly 500 participants and many spectators attending the two day event. It
was a tribute to the organizers, for the planning, the excellent venue facilities and overall management
of the event. Leicester was this year’s overall winners.

5.0. COMMUNICATION.
To ensure effective communication to the membership the AMSUK Executive agreed to keep its
membership informed of the organisation’s activities:
(a)
By posting the 2016 AGM/Samellan invitations directly to the individual life members
or through their affiliated towns.
(b)

To continue with the production of Mandhata Pragati and

(c)

Through the new website www.mandhata-UK.com

the AMSUK Executive

AMSUK conveys a big
THANK YOU to all its
Members and
Valued Advertisers
for their invaluable contributions
in support of
Mandhata Pragati
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Association of Mandhata Samaj UK
www.mandhata - UK .com
Registered Charity No. 1055169.

TREASURER’S REPORT - 1

Balance Sheet as At 31 March 2016
2016
Note

£

£

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors & Accruals

£
-

TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors & Prepayments
Cash at Bank & In Hand

2015
£
-

200
59,829
60,029

253
55,348
55,601

6,121
6,121

4,584
4,584

NET CURRENT ASSETS

53,908

51,017

NET ASSETS

53,908

51,017

34,449
19,460
53,909

31,563
19,454
51,017

FUNDS
Unrestricted
Restricted

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on 4th September 2016
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TREASURER’S REPORT - 2

Statement of Financial Activities for the Year Ended 31 March 2016

31.3.16
Total
funds
£

31.3.15
Total
funds
£

Unrestricted
funds
£

Restricted
funds
£

425
4,361

1,537
-

1,962
4,361

4,364
13,036

Other incoming resources

28
230

6
-

34
230

40
275

Total incoming resources

5,044

1,543

6,587

17,714

Governance costs
Other resources expended

2,158

1,537
-

1,537
2,158

15,340
4,253

Total resources expended

2,158

1,537

3,695

19,593

2,886

6

2,892

(1,879)

31,564

19,454

51,017

52,896

34,449

19,460

53,909

51,017

INCOMING RESOURCES
Incoming resources from
generated funds

Voluntary income
Activities for generating
funds
Investment income

RESOURCES EXPENDED
Costs of generating funds

Costs of generating
voluntary income

NET INCOMING/
(OUTGOING) RESOURCES
RECONCILIATION OF
FUNDS
Total funds brought forward

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED
FORWARD
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2015-2016 Gamonnati Report
The annual Gamonnati meeting this year was held on Sunday 10th July
2016 in Leicester.
The main purpose of the meeting was to make the members aware of and
share the issues affecting the various villages in the Kantha Vibagh area.
Inputs were received from UK presentatives of 10 gams:
Amalsad/Billimora, Bodali, Chijgam, Dandi, Karadi, Kothamadi, Nani
Pethan, Samapur, Onjal and Vasan. The major issues reported are
summarized below.
Full details for individual gams are available in the minutes of the meeting
issued to all participants.

SUMMARY OF GAAM ISSUES
A . Education & Schools.


Overall student numbers were dwindling in Gaam schools with parents tending to send children to
schools in Navsari.



Drop in educational standards noted as result of unsuitable teaching staff being employed.



Teachers coercion of students into taking unnecessary tuitions. In many instance some teachers are
inadequately qualified in the subjects they provide tuition.



No sporting activities or careers advice offered by schools.



Future Schools viability – Need to consider regional instead of local village schools to increase pupil
numbers and staffing.

B. Alcoholism & Gambling.


Main issue is the welfare of Widows and families left behind who are without any immediate source of
income. Need to create work opportunities as source of income for the widows.



Alcohol abuse appears to be reducing in some areas where the Gaam residents have taken appropriate
positive actions.



Both alcoholism and Gambling are as result of unemployment and with no other activities to occupy the
abusers. Solution would be to develop local projects/activities for the unemployed to be actively
involved.

C. Youngsters Involvement.


Lack of youngsters’ involvement in Gaam issues/activities.



Need to create activities where the younger generation have a steak and are directly involved in the
responsibility of management and decision making processes. This would give them the incentive to
achieve and pride in the community.
Contd……

Pg 6

2015-2016 Gamonnati Report contd..

Summary of Gam Issues contd…
D. Utilities.


Water supply:- In general are now much improved. Following Bodali’s and Nani Pethan’s success in
providing Filter water, other Gaams were also considering taking up the option subject to satisfactory
costing of the filtration plants.



Electricity supply:- Is also much improved. Solar street lighting is now being installed under
Government schemes. Only draw back is that once installed maintenance support is not provided and
costs of maintenance has to be borne by the residents.



Gas Supply:- House to house pipeline are progressing but will take a lot longer before all households in
the region are covered.



Roads:- Conditions are now much improved with cement/tarmac roads in place almost in all main
areas.

E. Gam Sarpanch.


It is essential to have a Sarpanch who is cooperative and supportive of the improvements initiated by
the Gaam residents.



It is also important for overseas Gaam representatives to maintain good relations and close, regular
links with the local Gaam Mandals and particularly the Gaam Sarpanch.



Surpanch needs to be ono-political and active in the betterment of their Gaams.

F. Mental Health Issues.


Depression and suicide in Gaams is on the increase.



It is essential that the awareness of mental health issues is raised in all Gaams.



Involvement in the day to day activity in the Gaam and local region should be encouraged as it can
provide a sense of achievement and fulfilment.

H.S Patel

Hasmukh S Patel
AMSUK Gaamonnati Sub-Committee Co-ordinator
July 2016
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D D Patel

Dahyubhai D Patel
Notes Co-ordinator
July 2016.

Shree Mandhata Sahyak Samaj Leicester 1

Dr Rasikbhai Patel
President

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I welcome you all today on behalf of myself, trustees and committee members of Shree Mandhata
Sahyak Samaj, Leicester for attending annual general meeting of 2016.
As most of you know, the whole of past year has been busy with various activities at our Mandhata
Samaj hall and with participation of hard work from our office bearers, committee members, and of
course our Samaj members, all the events hosted were enjoyable and successful. Hopefully this trend will
continue in coming years and our community members shall stay united and work in harmony to keep
up the spirit of moving Mandhata Samaj forward to new heights.
Some of our activities that are ongoing at our community centre, such as Mandhata Senior citizen
luncheon club since number of years has been great success, with well over hundred senior members
having fortnightly lunch in a great friendly and enjoyable atmosphere, which has to be continued. This
has been possible with great enthusiasm and hard work by senior members, dedicated ladies cooking in
the kitchen, and other volunteers.
Other unique event that took place in this year's calendar of senior citizen club was hosting of day out in
country side. This has been possible by dedicated and sincere efforts of Dahyabhai, BR Patel, Bhanubhai
and all other subcommittee members of Mandhata Luncheon club with participation of senior members
of Leicester and other invited towns.
The venue of Kythorpe Manor, owned by our Samaj member was generously offered for free, and with
contributions of several donors, locally and visiting towns a day out for lunch and entertainment was
organised. A capacity crowd of over 400 people attended the well organised event and as mentioned
earlier was enjoyed and praised by most.
I, on behalf of our committee members, wish to congratulate all members of Luncheon Club SubCommittee members for their hard work and carrying out various activities in a nice way to make a great
success of this event .Hopefully this shall continue in the coming years.
The committee members also wish to thank all the donors, who have generously donated at each of the
sponsored lunch event, so as to provide lunch at very nominal price of one pound.
Many of you may also be aware of the Mandhata Youth Forum, that has been running as subcommittee
at our Samaj premises. We in the committee are all in favour of promoting enthusiasm and participation
of our youngsters in running of Samaj activities. Hence when the youth forum came up with a hosting
of sports festival in 2016, in association with AMSUK, the committee have given their full support in
hosting the 2016 Sports Festival in August at Leicester at Crown Hill school for two days. The
preparations are well in place and I urge to all our members to attend the activities of these two days and
support our Leicester team and all the participants from other towns, so as to stage a unique show, as a
host town. Further I wish all the success to our youths in participating and achieving the best on this
coming event.
Another activity that has been on - going for number of years is the running of Gujarati classes. The
committee is thankful to all the Gujarati teachers who have voluntarily, taken up this task and have done
very successfully. At present there are approx. Twenty five students attending these classes.
Contd…
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Shree Mandhata Sahyak Samaj Leicester Report 2

The other subcommittee is that of Women's Forum which conducts and help in hosting religious events like
Navratri, Janmasthmi , Hanuman Chalisha etc. Last year we jointly took few events of preparing food on request from
members, and were able to make reasonable profit, which was contributed to Samaj. Hence me and my
committee are thankful to those ladies who have helped us and the Samaj.
As always like previous years, once again I called upon those Samaj members who are not life members or
paid members to become one. This goes especially to our youth members also, requesting them to become
paid member and contribute towards building greater Samaj.
Other activities that are conducted by our volunteers at our Samaj are like Yoga Classes and Bollywood
dances
teaching. Again me and my committee are thankful to these volunteers for their time and enthusiasm to
help members of our Samaj.
1.

2.

Two other activities that may interest many of you are:
Modernisation of existing hall: Included double glazing of the windows of the property. The total cost was around
£15,000 including VAT and is completed with great thanks to sponsored donors, who have donated over five
thousands pounds and rest of the amount coming out of Mandhata Samaj fund. Once again I wish to thank on
behalf of my committee to those who have generously contributed towards this modernisation of our Samaj hall.
Still those still wish to donate towards this project, in memory of their loved ones, are welcome.
New premises: Many of you will be aware as to our wish in search for new premises for our Mandhata Samaj for
number of years. The last attempt in this direction was a successful bid for Knighton Playing Fields for Half a
million pounds. This bid was a private bid. Then the purchase bid was offered to our Shree Mandhata Samaj
proposal to buy. An Extra ordinary general meeting was called upon, where with majority vote, it was decided to
purchase the property, with firstly trying to negotiate the terms of sell. Unfortunately, while I was abroad for two
months during which, without my or office bearer’s knowledge the property was purchased jointly by the
individual bidder. When approached upon my return, the individual who have purchased the property on their
names, has refused to offer to Samaj to purchase at present.
I wish to sincerely thank all the trustees, office bearers and committee members, and Samaj members who have
helped me and supported me in carrying out duties of president of Shree Mandhata Sahyak Samaj, Leicester for
last three years. Further I sincerely from bottom of my heart, wish to thank all those Mandhata Samaj members
who have actively supported the activities at our Samaj and further given financial support in the form of
donations.
Lastly I wish to acknowledge, that I have tried sincerely to justify my position as an elected president
and
worked in welfare and prosperity of our Mandhata Samaj. But I feel now, that more younger and energetic
person, to take this role, of leading our community to bigger and better environment. I wish them my best
wishes in carrying out these duties and further enhance the unity in our community. I love to work for our
community and not leaving the community. Hopefully I shall still continue to help and participate when
required.
I take great pride and feel honoured to have been the president of our Mandhata Samaj.
Thank you all again for listening to me and apologise to those whom I may have offended
I take this opportunity to mention the names of new elected office bearers:

unknowingly.

President: Dr.Rasikbhai, Vice President: Mr. Hasmukhbhai, Secretary: Mr. Rameshbhai,
Asst. Secretary: Mrs. Bhanuben, Treasurer: Mr. Ashokbhai, Asst. Treasurer: Mr. Ramanbhai
Trustees: Mr. Maganbhai P, Manubhai Jina, Naresh, Rajendra Karadia, and Vallabhbhai M.
Committee Members:
Chhaganbhai B., Chhaganbhai D., Maganbhai D., Kantaben, Thakorbhai, Champakbhai, Arvindbhai,
Bharatbhai, Jagubhai.
Further twenty co- op members, and monthly meetings are held to discuss and implement running of activities
at Shree Mandhata Samaj , Leicester.
Dr. Rasikbhai Patel - President
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Town Report for East London & Essex
Shree Mandhata Youth and Community Association
East London and Essex Reg Charity:1015211
60 Beverley Gardens, Emerson Park, Hornchurch, Essex. RM11 3NX. 07906 594834
Secretary: Natu Somabhai
Asst Secretary: Mohanbhai K.

President: Bhanabhai G. Patel
V.President: Parshotbhai D Patel

Treasurer: Natverlal N Patel
Auditor:Parbhubhai S. Patel

Dear all
Jai Shree Krishna
Jai Ramji Ki
Jai Ambe Maa
I submit the following report on behalf of the East London and Essex branch. I hope you will find this
interesting.
1. Background:
Shree Mandhata Youth and Community Association East London and Essex (SMYCA) was first
established in 1979. We became the registered charity in October 1992 and deriving many advantages. If there
are other KOLI organisation or towns interested in becoming a registered Charity please contact me for further
information and help. We are also a member of the British Hindu Forum (BHF) and National Council for
Voluntary Organisation (NCVO). We have about 140 KOLI families in East London and Essex areas.
2. Annual General Meeting (AGM):
Our 2016 AGM took place on 12TH JUNE 2016 at GUJARAT (HINDU) WELFARE
ASSOCIATION, 141 PLASHET ROAD LONDON E.13 FROM 4.00 PM.
News letters were sent out to all our East London and Essex members three weeks prior to the AGM. The
agenda were followed and carried out the business. Minutes of the last AGM, and Secretary’s report were read
out and hard copies were distributed by our secretary Natubhai. Treasurer’s report and accounts for 2015/2016,
were presented by Natverlal. President’s report, was presented by Bhanabhai and vice President Parshotbhai
Patel. The present Management Committee was dissolved and Ramanbhai R Patel an acting President conducted
the election. It was overwhelmingly decided by the members to keep the same Management Committee for the
2016/2017.
3. Navaratri/Diwali programmes 2015 were celebrated very successfully. This year the Diwali
programme was celebrated at Ilford Hindu Centre in Ilford. We hired a DJ and three course meal was provided
at a very reasonable cost. This event was very successful and enjoyed by many of our members. I would like to
thank all our members and Committee volunteers for their help and support.
4. Navaratri Programme 2016:
Dates are as follows: SATURDAY 1ST OCTOBER 2016 to MONDAY 10TH OCTOBER 2016
Venue: Sandringham School. Time: 7.45 PM to 11.00 PM for all the above dates.
Sarad Purnima Garba will take place on SATURDAY 15TH OCTOBER from 7.45 PM.
Venue: Sandringham School , Sandringham Road, Forest Gate , E.7.
We will announce the date for Diwali programme during the Navaratri.
5. GUJARATI CLASSES:
We have been running Gujarati classes since 1992. Classes are every Saturday at VHP temple Ilford
from 10.30 AM. I would like to encourage our children to come and learn Gujarati and make new friends and
help us maintain our language and culture. This service is provided free. Please contact Natubhai for further
information.
for the Management Committee, Secretary Natu Somabhai Patel : 07906 594834
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OUR MEMBERS FOR THEIR CONTINUED HELP AND SUPPORT.
I HOPE THEY WILL CONTINUE TO HELP AND SUPPORT IN THE FUTURE.

JAI SHREE KRISHNA.
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ુ રાતી શાળા
વેમ્બલી ગજ

A Momentous Occasion for Mandhata Gujarati School Wembley.

It is with great pride that we are pleased to announce the school’s achievements this year, with highest
number of candidates (25-children)sitting for Gujarati GCSE examinations and achieving a 100% success
rate.
Well done to all the teachers and the students.

Special thanks to Kusumben K (GCSE
teacher) and Chandrakalaben for their
invaluable services and dedication to the school
over the last 41 years.
Both of them are the founders of this
successful school. They have both retired this
year. We wish them a happy and healthy
retirement.
Kusumben with
Taraben – President
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Chandrakalaben with
Taraben - President

Shree Mandhata Samaj Dudley

::
Shree Mandhata Samaj, Dudley.
Shree Mandhata Samaj, Dudley (SMSD) is an organisation affiliated to The Association of Mandhata
Samaj UK, (AMSUK), charity registration No. 1055169, representing the Mandhata Community (Samaj)
in the UK.
Shree Mandhata Samaj, Dudley aims are to foster unity, promote social welfare and preserve the social,
cultural and religious values of the Mandhata Community by supporting the activities of Shree
Mandhata Samaj at the local and national level.
Shree Mandhata Samaj, Dudley in collaboration with the Association of Mandhata Samaj UK has had
the privilege to host the following events to-date;




AMSUK Sports Festival Events in; Brierley Hill, Dudley, Tipton and Walsall.
AMSUK AGM/Samellan Events in Dudley.
AMSUK Matrimonial Get-together in Dudley.

Shree Mandhata Samaj Community in Dudley also supports social, cultural and religious activities
organised by Shree Gujarati Hindu Centre, Shree Krishna Mandir in Dudley. These include celebration
of: Republic Day and Independence Day of India, Mahashivratri, Holi, Ramnavmi, Hanuman Jayanti,
Gayatri Jayanti, Janmastmi, Satyanarayan Katha, Shiv Yagna, Ganesh Chaturthi, Navratri, Diwali & New
Year, Jalaram Jayanti, etc.

We sincerely thank all the members of Shree Mandhata Samaj Community for their continued support
and contributions.
Dahyabhai K Patel
President

Hasmukh S Patel
Co-ordinator
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Pravin C Patel
Co-ordinator

Shree Mandhata Samaj Dudley
2014 Samellan Report 1
Shree Mandhata Samaj, Dudley in collaboration with The Association of Mandhata Samaj UK
(AMSUK) hosted the 2014 AGM/Sammelan Event in Dudley. The event was held at the Dudley
College, The Broadway, Dudley. DY1 4AS on Sunday, 21st September 2014.

A lot of preparation work was carried out by a group of volunteers (Team Dudley) from Dudley prior to
the day of the event. The responsibilities for the various activities allocated to the co-ordinators of the
Team Dudley.
Our sincere thanks goes to the group of volunteers from Dudley and AMSUK for sticking to their
respective tasks and performing diligently. Their effort and support was greatly appreciated. We proved
yet again that we can all unite and work as a team.
In order to assist in the funding for the event, a “Fund Raising” Party was held in Dudley on Saturday,
30th August 2014. A total of £507.46 was raised at the event.
The AGM / Sammelan event programme was as follows:
09.00 am to 10.00 am:
Arrival and Registration
10.00 am to 12.30 pm:

AMSUK AGM

12.30 pm to 01.30 pm:

Lunch

01.30 pm to 05.30 pm:

Introduction of Chief Guests followed by the Entertainment Items
followed by the Raffle Draw followed by the National Anthem.
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Shree Mandhata Samaj Dudley
2014 Samellan Report 2
Over 500 people attended the event. Attendance was affected due to the fact the invitation letters to
AMSUK and Community members were sent out at the 11th hour. A significant number of our
members did not receive the Invitation Letters. This was rather disappointing.
The venue with its facilities proved to be an excellent choice. The décor set up by Paradigm (Laxmi and
Daxa) was very attractive. The catering was out-sourced from Jasu Catering in Dudley and was enjoyed
by all.
The Guests of honour included Rt. Honourable Ian Austin M.P., Business Associates and Founder
Members of Shree Mandhata Samaj, Dudley.
The Raffle Prizes were donated by Community Members, colleagues and Business Associates.
Our sincere thanks to all the Donors.
Entertainment Items were performed by the participants from Dudley, West Bromwich,
Wolverhampton, Walsall, Coventry, Preston, Bolton and Luton. Despite a slight “Technical Hitch”
(incompatible CD) during the performance of one of the entertainment items, all the performances were
thoroughly enjoyed by the audience.
From Team Dudley’s viewpoint the event proved to be very successful. This was echoed by the
following feedback received from Aroonbhai – President of AMSUK and Ashvinbhai – President of
Mandhata Samaj, Luton.

QUOTE:
On behalf of AMSUK I just wish to convey my heartiest congratulations to the whole of Team Dudley for hosting
and delivering a quality 2014 Sammelan.
It was a real tribute to your team's organisational and management capability that the day's proceedings were
conducted in timely manner despite the initial delay due to late arrivals. The level of thinking and planning that
was put in was certainly reflected in the contents and quality of the Sammelan Program presented. The unity that
prevails in your Samaj was obvious, particularly the manner in which the Dudley Samaj founder members and its
supporters were honoured.
It was wonderful to see a full auditorium. The venue with its facilities was an excellent choice. I personally felt
very proud to have been part of this occasion and am very thankful for the hospitality accorded to all those
attending. It is a reflection of what our community can achieve and you've set the standard for the future
Sammelan hosts.
Overall it is the Mandhata Community who have benefited and certainly a loss for all those who were unable to or
did not attend for whatever reasons.
A very appreciative
Aroon Patel
President-AMSUK
*****************************
I would like to congratulate team Dudley for hosting an excellent AMSUK Sammelan 2014.
Excellent venue, excellent hospitality, excellent food, and excellent organisational skills. It was an honour and
privilege to be there.
It was a great learning curve, for us and we look forward to following in your footsteps in Luton next year.
Great to see that the community spirit of Team Dudley.
Ashvin Patel
President
Shree Mandhata Samaj, LUTON

UNQUOTE:

Pg 14

Shree Mandhata Samaj Dudley
2014 Samellan Report 3
Financially, the Incoming and Outgoing Resources were as follows;
Total Income:

£ 9,585.49

The income is made up of donations from business associates,
donors, sponsors and community members. AMSUK affiliated
towns including;
Leicester, Walsall, Preston, Bilston, Luton, Wembley, Bolton,
Coventry and Wolverhampton also contributed.

Total Expenditure:

£ 3,989.32

Surplus:

£ 5,596.17

The expenditure amount appears to be less, because all the
ingredients for the catering was received from donors. The Raffle
Prizes were also received from the donors.

As agreed with AMSUK, prior to the event, the surplus will be utilised for specific renovation work
necessary for Shree Gujarati Hindu Centre facility in Dudley.
Once again, on behalf of Shree Mandhata Samaj, Dudley, we sincerely thank all the volunteers of Team
Dudley, AMSUK Members, Business Associates, Donors, and Sponsors for their support and
contributions in making this event successful and memorable.
Dahyabhai K Patel
President

Name of Chief Guest

Hasmukh S Patel
Co-ordinator

Pravin C Patel
Co-ordinator

2014 AGM/Sammelan Event - LIST OF CHIEF GUESTS
Village/Town in India
Town in UK

Ian Austin MP
Dineshbhai Somabhai Patel
Pareshbhai Nanubhai Patel
Yogeshbhai Morarbhai Patel
Dahyabhai Kanjibhai Patel – Beauty Care Supplies
Kanubhai Kanjibhai Patel – Beauty Care Supplies
Balvantbhai Haribhai Patel – Gayatri Framing
Kantibhai Thakorbhai Patel – Jasu Catering
Narendrabhai Jerambhai Patel
Pravinbhai Vallabhbhai Patel – York Pharmacy

Bodali
Jalalpore
Matwad
Nani Pethan
Nani Pethan
Sagra/Tavdi
Maroli
Moti Pethan
Matwad

Dudley
Dudley
Dudley
Dudley
Dudley
Dudley
Dudley
Dudley
Brierley-Hill
Stourport-onSevern

Respected Elders (Founders of Shree Mandhata
Samaj in Dudley)
Govindbhai Kumbharia
Maganbhai Premabhai Patel
Rambhai Jerambhai Patel
Chaganbhai Naranbhai Patel

Matwad
Nimraai
Bori Falia
Chhapra

Dudley
Dudley
Dudley
Dudley

Late: Kanjibhai Lalabhai Patel
Late: Maganbhai Nanabhai Patel
Late: Gijubhai Naranbhai Patel
Late: Thakorbhai Kikabhai Patel
Late: Gosaibhai Unkabhai Patel
Late: Chaganbhai Fakirbhai Patel
Late: Dahyabhai Ravjibhai Patel
Late: Jasubhai Kanjibhai Kosia
AND others who we may have forgotten to mention.
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2014 AGM / Sammelan Event - RAFFLE PRIZES
Prize Details
Donated By
First Prize: His and Hers HUGO BOSS Dipakbhai Babubhai Patel (Bori Falia)
Designer Wrist Watches
Design Centre, The Jewellery Quarter,
Birmingham.
Second Prize: 32 in Flat Screen LED TV

Samirbhai Chhaganbhai Patel (Nani Pethan)
Anderson Chemist,
311 Dudley Road, Wolverhampton.

Third Prize: SONY WX80 Digital Camera

Kantibvhai Ramjibhai Patel (Khandark)
Star Garage,
Darlaston Road. Wednesbury.

Fourth Prize: Tablet

Samirbhai Chhaganbhai Patel (Nani Pethan)
Anderson Chemist,
311 Dudley Road, Wolverhampton.

Fifth Prize: Hi-Tech Pen Set

Kanubhai Bhanabhai Patel (Karadi)
Europa Jewellers,
Soho Road, Handsworth.

Sixth Prize: Hi-Tech Stainless Steel double- Hemantbhai Kantibhai Patel (Veraval)
walled Salad Bowl
100 Hillary Street, Pleck,
Walsall.
Seventh Prize: Cordless Telephone Set

Dahyabhai and Kanubhai Kanjibhai Patel
(Nani Pethan)
Beauty Care Supplies, Tipton.

Eighth Prize: Beautiful Ladies Saree

Gitaben Kantibhai Patel (Karadi)
Spring Parklands,
Dudley.

Ninth Prize: Cricket Legend
Tendulkar’s Framed Photo

Sachin Balvantbhai Haribhai Patel (Sagra)
Gaytri Framing,
Wolverhampton Street.
Dudley

Tenth Prize: 2 x Luncheon Vouchers for Venue Cuisine,
Venue Restaurant in Dudley.
High Street, Dudley.
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A Tribute to
the late Ramjibhai Fakir

Om Namah Shivaye



Om Namah Shivaye



The late Shree Ramjibhai, whose demise at the age of ninety four years, was a committed social
worker. I have tried to enlighten his past life of dedication towards his family and the Koli Community,
both in Karadi India and England.
Ramjibhai was born in Karadi, India in an ordinary family. At a young age he lost his mother. He was
clever in studies but with only a primary school in Karadi at that time, he was enrolled at nearby school in
Kothamdi, for further studies. The principle of Karadi School later appointed Ramjibhai as his assistance
at the school. There were various activities such as cotton weaving, physical training and movements for
Independance which were conducted at school apart from teaching of normal subjects.
Ramjibhai was one of the trained physical teacher who used to visit surrounding villages to
demonstrate and teach various health exercises and further manage a monthly magazine on these health
promoting exercises.
During the days of movement for Independence of India in 1942, Ramjibhai had taken an active part
in the struggle and was imprisoned for short while.
Ramjibhai married at young age and in 1947 after Independence of India he migrated to Kenya with
his wife Laxmiben and four children. Initially he secured employment in the Capital Nairobi and later
resettled in the town of Kitale. In Kitale he had to work very hard with dual jobs of selling car spare parts
and managing his own grocery shop with the help of an assistance. Additionally, in the evenings after work
he would deliver goods sold from his shop. At times he also worked as a film projectionist, showing Hindi
films to town folks!
Unfortunately at the age of thirty two, he had to undergo a phase of difficult and tragic period in his
life. His wife, passed away in hospital while giving birth to his youngest son Kanu. At that time he was of
thirty five but with help of other family members he was able to pass through the difficult phase.
In 1971 Ramjibhai migrated to UK with his two sons and reunited with his other two sons who had
arrived to the country earlier and resident Wolverhampton. A year later in 1972, he shifted to Leicester
and purchased a shop at Devana Road which he ran very successfully with his family.
Ramjibhai was a friendly and kind natured person which endeared him with many friends both in the
UK and abroad. He was very active person who had fought for the Independence of India, been a very
member of AMSUK who he had served for a long period. He has been committee member and office
bearer of Shree Mandhata Sahayak Mandal and lastly but not the least has been a Trustee of the same
organisation for many years. Since the inception of of Shree Mandhata Samaj he has been very
inspirational to other members of the Samaj and significantly assisted in its management. Similarly he had
been one of the pioneers in modernising the Karadi School, in India.
With the demise of Late Ramjibhai, the Mandhata community has lost a great leader, social worker
and a devoted community member. We all hope and pray to all mighty God to give his soul eternal peace.
Thanking you,
Dr. Rasik Patel – President
Shree Mandhata Sahyak Samaj, Leicester.
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LIFE AND DEATH
Life and death are misguiding words. Life is real. Life is earnest and the Grave is
not its Goal. “Dust though art to Dust returnth was not spoken of the Soul.”
We can also compare this with our solar system and the galaxy.
There are so many planets in the Galaxy. However we are very familiar with the
Sun and the Moon. In particular we like when the sun rise in the morning and
not so happy when the sun sets in the evening. In reality sun rise and sunset are
misguiding words. When the sun rises in Japan the Japanese call it a sun rise.
However when the same sun sets in America they call it the sun set. In reality
we are talking about the same sun and this is true of our soul. The soul never dies
neither take birth.
However as we are attached and live in MAYA our body dies and take rebirth
according to our KARMA and so the cycle of birth and death continues.

SOME OF THE ADVANTAGES OF DEATH
In this world we have so many cruel, murderers, nasty people (the sinners). The
death relieves them from their sins.
You also see so many good people in this world and they do so much good work
for their, family, community,
country and human beings. When these people die they get golden opportunity be
born again and carry on doing their good work more energetically at next level.
In principal death provides new opportunities.
Death demolishes the distinction between the rich and poor.
Some times as you get old you have less energy and your body becomes weak and
you are unable to do so many good things. You may also become a burden to
yourself and people around you and you start asking questions whether your life
is worth living. The death provides the perfect opportunity to leave the old and
fragile body and born into a young and healthy body so that you may continue
with your good deeds.
Sex change: Nobody knows what you are going to be born as but the death
provides golden opportunity for sex change from male to female or from female
to male.
One of the biggest advantage is death makes you forget your past. God has blessed
you with your new life by making one forget one’s past. Golden opportunity for a
fresh start.
Natubhai Somabhai
SMYCA East London and Essex.
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Mandhata Samaj Bilston

LIFE CENTURIAN

Mrs Kuverben Dahyabhai Patel
Born 2nd February 1916

Mandhata Samaj Bilston
Congratulates

Mrs Kuverben Dahyabhai Patel of Bodali on celebrating her 100th Birthaday on 2nd April 2016.
Best Wishes from our Samaj.

Front row from left : Girishbhai - Committee member, Chhibubhai - Trustee, Kishorbhai - Vice President,
Amratbhai - President, Kuverben - 100 years old, Manjuben - Secretary, Sudhaben Treasurer, Damyantiben - Assistant Secretary, Indiraben - Committee member.
Back row from left : Rukhiben - Committee member, Hemaben - Trustee, Sangitaben - Committee member,
Vimlaben - Committee member, Kusumben - Committee member
& Dineshbhai - Committee member.
Absent : Manjuben - Trustee, Ishverbhai – Committee member & Savitaben - Committee member.
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Our Baa
by Balvant Dahyabhai Unka MBE
Bilston

Mrs Kuverben Dahyabhai Patel
Born 2nd February 1916

Kuverben, daughter of Jogibhai Fakirbhai and Paniben was born on 2 nd April 1916 in Nani Pethan, District Navsari, Gujarat,
India. The family consisted of three brothers and 2 sisters. In the era of “Bal Laagan”( Child marriage) and arranged
marraiges she married at the tender age of 8 into a farming family, to Dahyabhai Unkabhai Mangabhai Patel, aged 7, of
Mavla Saath, Khadi Falia, Bodali.
At the time, during British rule, most of the families had opportunities to migrate to other British colonies. As such
Dahyabhai migrated to Kenya in 1942 and established himself in Nairobi taking up carpentry as an occupation. He was
joined by Kuverben and myself in 1947. The journey from Bombay to Mombasa, Kenya in those was very ardous. Travelling
by steamer, SS AMRA, was not easy, with non existent Health & Safety rules. Faced with many health problems the
travellers were determined to give a better life for the families as a priority. During the voyage a number of new friendships
developed with other travellers
A new beginning awaited in Nairobi. Living in a house/plot with ten other families for nearly seventeen years, formed lasting
and bonding relationships with fellow Gujaratis and Indians. The new found relationships became the cornerstone of the
future for the family. We were not alone but were a part of a large family.
My sister Vasantiben was born in 1948 and younger brother Rameshbhai in 1950, both in Nairobi, Kenya. Then sudden
death of our Devimami, wife of Chhaganmama in Uganda, meant my mother was caring for additional three children.
My father immigrated to England in 1965 and established himself in Bilston. I joined him in 1966 with my mother. My sister
and brother joined us in 1967. We lived in various rented accommodation till 1969 when we bought our first house. As in
Kenya, we formed new relationships in England with people living in Bilston and the surrounding areas.
Baa had only studied up to class one and literally could not read or write. Despite this she is very knowledgeable, gaining her
experiences thorough interaction with people of various denominations. She is keen listener and learner, and was a very
good cook. She still possesses good memory.
Baa is also well travelled. She has been to Toronto, Canada, Spain, Dellhi, Agra, Mathura and Haridwar. Often travelling
back to Bodali she would take keen part in Bodali’s activities/development. In fact she was at one time President of Bodali
Mahila Mandal. She regularly attends Bilston Milan Day centre.
Baa’s hobbies were knitting, embroidery & singing Marriage songs. She still sings Bhajan and Garba. She enjoyed films of
Ashok Kumar, Om Prakash, Amitabh Bachhan and Dharmendra. Watching cricket was another of her interests.
She brought us up in the best way she knew with equal and unconditional love for all her children. My mother never raised
an arm towards us, Oh, yes, she did raise her eye brows though!! But at times was strict. Mother always welcomed all the
visitors to our house including our friends.
In November 2008, I took Indira, Punam my daughter and Baa to Buckingham Palace where I received MBE from Prince
Charles. Baa was really very proud of my achievement.
I take this opportunity to thank all our relatives and friends who have supported my mother and family during her 100 years
of healthy living. I also thank Her Majesty the Queen Elizabeth II for her congratulatory message to Baa. Words are few to
express in gratitude. Thank you very much.
In the end, I would like to say that I am very fortunate to be her son. On this day I pray to God that may she lives longer
and have a healthy life.
Balvantbhai D U - MBE
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Mandhata Senior Citizens Luncheon Club, Leicester 1
A UNIQUE EVENT
Over the past four to five years it has been a dream of the Leicester Mandhata Luncheon Club management
to convene a gathering of all the UK Mandhata Senior Citizen Clubs under one roof.
The dream materialised on 1st June 2016, the very same day when the Queen of England, Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II was celebrating her 90th birthday.

To achieve this dream a lot of effort had
been put in by their management team
consisting of Mr. Dahyabhai Patel, Mr.
Lallubhai D Patel, Mr. Babubhai R Patel,
Mr. Bhanubhai Patel, Mr. Dinubhai L
Patel and various other members of the
club.

The event was held at Keythorpe Manor, a 26 acre
property, located in the countryside twelve miles
outside Leicester. The property owned by Mr.
Bharatbhai and Meenaben Patel, was availed to the
Luncheon Club at no charge in the memory of
their parents. This generous gesture was
acknowledged as a form of donation and much
appreciated by the Luncheon Club management
and the members of the other town Luncheon
Clubs.
Upon arrival at the venue all guests were treated to a refreshing “morning nasto and chai.”
The day’s proceedings were managed by Dahyabhai
Patel, President of Leicester Mandhata Luncheon
Club in his own unique style. He welcomed all the
visiting town members, outlined the day’s programme
and briefed on the background of the venue hosts,
Bharatbhai & Meenaben.
9.30 am; Guests Arrival
9.30 am - 11.00 am: Breakfast
11.00 am - 11.15 am: Welcome Prayers
11.15 am - 12.30: Speeches
12.30 pm - 2.30 pm: Lunch

2.30 pm – 3.30 pm: Tour of Keythorpe Gardens
3.30 pm – 4.30 pm: Entertainment/Refreshments
4.30 pm – 5.00 pm: Closing Speeches
5.00 pm: Prayers & Departure
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Mandhata Senior Citizens Luncheon Club, Leicester 2
The event was attended by members from Wembley Day Centre, Mandhata Coventry, Wolverhampton,
Bilston, West Bromwich, Walsall, Stalybridge, Luton. Visitors from India were also present. In total 450
Senior Citizens from these towns attended this event.

Representatives from the various towns were given the opportunity to introduce their
individual Luncheon Clubs and inform all of the history and activities of the clubs. All
the towns commended and conveyed their thanks to the Leicester Mandhata
Luncheon Club and its management for organising such a wonderful event.
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Mandhata Senior Citizens Luncheon Club, Leicester 3
A very tasty lunch was served and enjoyed by all. The afternoon’s entertainment programme included
music and songs. Vasantbhai from Wembley presented two bhajans his own style with keyboard backup.
Trio of sisters Meenaben, Geetaben and Bhartiben sang film melodies from old films which were much
enjoyed by audience who expressed their appreciation with loud applause.

At the event many attendees had donated towards the costs of the event. Visitors from Dandi Gam, in
Gujarat, India, Mr Manubhai and his wife Shobhnaben Patel made a very generous donation. Mr Kiritbhai
from Leicester had donated £1001 in celebration of his mother’s 90th birthday.
At the end of the day Dahyabhai thanked everyone for attending and conveyed his appreciation on behalf
of those attending, to Bharatbhai, Meenaben and family for providing excellent facilities for the day’s
programme, which was completed very satisfactorily. Upon departure the smiling faces on everyone told
its own story as to how successful the event was despite the wet weather.
Management Committee
Mandhata Senior Citizens Luncheon Club, Leicester.
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.… serving the Mandhata Community
www.mandhata-UK.com

Registered Charity no. 1055169

conveys its Best Wishes for forthcoming

Navratri

and Diwali Festivals to all the
Mandhata UK Community members

Affiliated Towns

TRUSTEES:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Bilston
Birmingham
Birmingham NE
(Handsworth)

Dahyubhai D Patel - South Harrow
Haribhai C Patel – Coventry
Manubhai Jina – Leicester
Narsinhbhai M Patel – Walsall
Natubhai S Patel - East London

Bolton

OFFICE BEARERS:

Bradford

President

:

Aroonbhai R D Patel - Luton

Coventry

V. President

:

Dineshbhai R Patel - Swindon

Dudley

Hon. Secretary:

Hansaben D Patel - South Harrow

Asst. Secretary:

Lataben G Patel - Wembley

Hon. Treasurer:

Dilipkumar Jina - Leicester

Asst. Treasurer:

Manishaben A Patel - Luton

Auditor

Ashokbhai R Patel - Leicester

East London &
Essex
Leicester
Loughborough

:

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Luton
1.

Meenaben K Patel – Bolton

2. Ramilaben R Patel -West Brom

3.

Babubhai C Patel –Tipton

4. Bhanabhai G Patel - East London

5.

Bharatbhai M Patel – Coventry

6. Jaykumar M Patel - Leicester

Wembley

7.

Maganbhai B Patel - West Brom

8. Manubhai R Patel – Coventry

West Bromwich

9.

Parbhubhai U Patel –Wolverhampton

Preston
Walsall

Wolverhampton

10. Rajeshbhai - West Bromwich
12. Unkabhai C Patel – Coventry

11. Tejasbhai D Patel – Bracknell

